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the highest rates were 28-8 in Cardiff, 30-6 in Sunder-
land, 31’5 in Wolverhampton, and 32-8 in Newcastle-
upon-Tyne. The deaths referred to the principal zymotic
diseases, which had been 478 and 402 in the preceding two
weeks, further declined last week to 398; they included 132
from whooping-cough, 106 from measles, 47 from diph-
theria, 46 from "fever" (principally enteric), 39 from diar-
rhoea, 28 from scarlet fever, and not one from small-pox.
No fatal case of any of these diseases was registered in
Halifax; in the other towns the lowest zymotic death-rates
were recorded in Blackburn, Brighton, and Leicester; and
the highest rates in Liverpool, Manchester, Cardiff, and
Newcastle-upon-Tyne. The greatest mortality from
measles occurred in Birkenhead, Norwich, Newcastle-
upon-Tyne, Sunderland, Cardiff, and Wolverhampton;
from whooping-cough in Sheflield, Manchester, Leeds,
and Newcastle-upon-Tyne; from "fever" in Norwich and
Preston ; and from diarrhoea in Cardiff. The mortality
from scarlet fever showed no marked excess in any of the
twenty-eight towns. The 47 deaths from diphtheria in-
cluded 30 in London, 4 in Manchester, 3 in Derby, 2 in
Liverpool, in Preston, and 2 in Newcastle-upon-Tyne.
No fatal case of small-pox was registered in any of the
twenty-eight large towns; one small-pox patient was

under treatment on Saturday last in the Metropolitan
Asylum Hospital at Dartford, but noh one in the
Highgate Small-pox Hospital. The number of scarlet
fever patients in the Metropolitan Asylum Hospitals
and in the London Fever Hospital at the end of the week
was 1489, against numbers increasing from 947 to 1555, at the
end of the preceding fifteen weeks ; 109 new cases were ad-
mitted during the week, against 166 and 137 in the previous
two weeks. The deaths referred to diseases of the

respiratory organs in London, which had been 449 and 348 in
the preceding two weeks, further declined last week to
337, and were as many as 140 below the corrected average.
The causes of 74, or 2’2 per cent., of the deaths in the
twenty-eight towns were not certified either by a registered
medical practitioner or by a coroner. All the causes of
death were duly certified in Leicester, Salford, Oldham,
Cardiff, and in four other smaller towns; the largest
proportions of uncertified deaths were registered in Birming-
ham, Liverpool, and Hull.

HEALTH OF SCOTCH TOWNS.

The annual rate of mortality in the eight Scotch towns,
which had been 32-2 and 30-6 per 1000 in the preceding
two weeks, further declined to 26-0 during the week
ending Dec. 19th, but exceeded by 6’9 the mean

rate that prevailed during the same period in the twenty-
eight large English towns. The rates in the eight
Scotch towns ranged from 21-0 in Paisley and 23-4 in Aber-
deen to 34-2 in Leith and 35-5 in Perth. The 669
deaths in these towns showed a decline of 118 from the
number in the preceding week, and included 12 which
were referred to whooping-cough, 11 to scarlet fever, 11 to
diarrhoea, 6 to measles, 6 to "fever," 4 to diphtheria, and
not one to small-pox. In all, 50 deaths resulted from
these principal zymotic diseases, against 57 and 59 in the
preceding two weeks. These 50 deaths were equal to an
annual rate of 1-9 per 1000, which was 0-3 below
the mean rate last week from the same diseases
in the twenty-eight English towns. The fatal cases of
whooping-cough, which had been 13 and 18 in the preceding
two weeks, declined last week to 12, of which 8 occurred in
Glasgow and 3 in Aberdeen. The deaths referred to
scarlet fever, which had increased from 4 to 9 in the pre-
ceding three weeks, further rose to 11 last week, and in-
cluded 5 in Glasgow and 4 in Edinburgh. The 6 fatal
cases of "fever were within one of the number in the pre-
ceding week. The 6 deaths from measles corresponded
with the number in the previous week, and included 5 in
Glasgow. The fatal cases of diphtheria, which had been 8
and 12 in the preceding two weeks, declined again last
week to 4, of which 2 were recorded in Glasgow. The deaths
referred to diseases of the respiratory organs in these towns,
which had been 331 and 297 in the preceding two weeks,
further declined last week to 246, but exceeded by as many as
107 the number in the corresponding week of last year. The
causes of 63, or more than 9 per cent., of the deaths in the
eight towns last week were not certified.

HEALTH OF DUBLIN.
The death rate in Dublin, which had been 34’7 and 25-2 I

per 1000 in the preceding two weeks, rose again to 33’9
during the week ending Dec. 19bh. During the past
eleven weeks of the current quarter the death-rate in the
city averaged 28-5 per 1000, against 18-4 in London and
25-8 in Edinburgh. The 226 deaths in Dublin during the
week under notice showed an increase of 58 upon the
number in the previous week, and included 7 which
were referred to different forms of "fever," 6 to diarrhoea,
4 to whooping-cough, and not one either to small-pox,
measles, scarlet fever, or diphtheria. In all, 17 deaths re-
sulted from these principal zymotic diseases, equal to an
annual rate of 2-6 per 1000, the rate during the same period
being 2-3 in London and 1-6 in Edinburgh. The fatal
cases of "fever," which had been 7 and 11 in the re-
ceding two weeks, declined again to 11 last week. The
6 deaths referred to diarrhoea showed a slight further in.
crease upon recent weekly numbers. The fatal cases of
whooping-cough, which had been 2 and 3 in the previous
two weeks, further rose to 4 last week. The 226
deaths registered in Dublin included 50 of infants under
one year of age, and 74 of persons aged upwards of sixty

years ; the deaths both of infants and of elderly persons
considerably exceeded those recorded in the preceding week.
Six inquest cases and 5 deaths from violence were reo

gistered ; and 67, or nearly a third, of the deaths occurred
in public institutions. The causes of 23, or more than
10 per cent., of the deaths in the city were not certified.

THE SERVICES.

ARMY MEDICAL STAFF.-Surgeon-Major A. E. Hayes,
D.S.O., is vacating his appointment in the Egyptian Army.
INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE. - Bengal: Surgeon-Lieu.

tenant-Colonel Cornelius John McKenna (dated Dec. 16th,
1891).
NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE.-The following appointments

have been made at the Admiralty :-Staff Surgeon William
Thompson to the Himalaya. Surgeons : John Lowney to
the Hearty, and George Edmunds to the Seagull (both dated
Dec. 18th, 1891).
VOLUNTEER CORPS.-1st Volunteer Battalion, the South

Staffordshire Regiment: Surgeon-Captain H. H. Smith to
be Surgeon-Major (dated Dec. 19th, 1891). - 5th Volun-
teer Battalion, the Princess Louise’s (Argyll and Suther.
land Highlanders): Surgeon-Captain D. Campbell to be
Surgeon-Major (dated Dec. 10th, 1891).

Correspondence.

AN&AElig;STHETICS.

11 Audi alteram partem."

To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,&mdash;Whatever may have been the real effects of the

Report of the so called Hyderabad Commission, of this
there can be no doubt, that it has not succeeded in solving
many of the very difficult and intricate problems associated
with the administration of an&aelig;sthetics, and the uncertainty
existing in men’s minds upon this subject has recently found
expression in the appointment of yet another committee of
investigation for the purpose of inquiring more particularly
into the clinical aspect of this question. But few will
doubt the wisdom of this course, and no one, I presume,
but will wish the committee every success. There are,
however, one or two points to which I should like to direct
attention.

1. The Constitution of the Committee.-How is it that in
a committee of twenty-one niembers there are only two
who hold oflicial posts as anaesthetists to hospitals ? Surely
our hospitals are great sources of clinical investigation, and
equally surely the anaesthetists of the several hospitals are
in as good positions to obtain the requisite information as
the respective surgeons. It is not exactly 11 the play of
’Hamlet’ with the title r4le, omitted," but it certainly
appears to be that performance with the part of Hamlet
played by the stage carpenter or general utility man.
Further, from the general committee five members have


